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Preface 



I am delighted that Victoria Turrent has written this CREATE monograph which brings her 
current research on the role of the Education for All Fast Track funding Initiative (EFA-FTI) 
in fragile states to bear on CREATE’s objective of improving access to meaningful education. 
Those who seek to implement the FTI in fragile states, variously defined, face a dilemma. 
While fragile states need all the financial support they can muster, their very fragility impedes 
their ability to produce the policies and credible plans necessary for the release of those funds. 
In this monograph Victoria explores the workings of current EFA-FTI partnership 
arrangements, the critical factors for effective engagement in the education sector in fragile 
states, the opportunities and challenges to scaling-up EFA-FTI support in fragile states and 
the ways in which the EFA-FTI could add value to education financing in fragile states. She 
does this through a judicious blend of evidence from documentary sources and interviews 
with members of the EFA-FTI Fragile States Task Team (FSTT), an expert inter-agency team 
comprised of bilateral and multilateral donors, UN organisations and civil society 
representatives. 



Professor Angela W. Fittle 
CREATE Partner Institute Convenor 
Institute of Education 
University of Fondon 
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Summary 



The new international aid architecture was established to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of development aid by emphasising country ownership, alignment with national 
priorities and the harmonisation of donor processes. These features are evident in the 
Education for All-Fast Track Initiative, a global partnership between donor and developing 
countries launched to ensure accelerated progress towards universal primary education. 
Despite the move to ‘fast-track’ progress toward Education for All, only a few ‘fragile’ states 
(countries demonstrating weak governance and home to around a third of the out-of-school 
primary population), have been able to access EFA-FTI funding facilities, with serious 
consequences for widening participation in education. For most fragile states, the absence of a 
credible education sector plan has meant that they are not eligible for endorsement to receive 
financial resources via the EFA-FTI mechanism. Even where financing can be made 
available, the low credibility of institutions at the sectoral and financial management levels, as 
well as weak systems and low capacity, make fragile states a high-risk proposition for donor 
investment. One of the major challenges has therefore been to find a suitable financing and 
management channel for education aid. This monograph explores EFA-FTI efforts to expand 
the partnership model to incorporate fragile states. It analyses the critical factors, procedures 
and governance issues that have been addressed in the development of a framework for 
financing education in such contexts, and identifies key lessons for future education 
resourcing initiatives in fragile states. 
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